DAUGHTER OF LIBERTY

By J. M. Hochstetler

Study Guide

1. In Chapter 1, what concerned Colonel Stern the most about Elizabeth’s behavior? When we face important or difficult decisions or crises, what should be our response as Christians? What underlying principles are we to follow?

2. How do you relate to Elizabeth’s impulsiveness? When you face a crisis or an important decision, do you seek God’s guidance and will before reacting? What steps do you take to determine God’s will for you? How can you be sure that the choices you make are truly God’s will?
3. Many Christians oppose war under any circumstances, while others serve in the military and fight in time of war. How would God have us relate to fellow believers who honestly and thoughtfully believe differently on these and other issues than you do?

4. Was Carleton a believer when he fell into sin? When we as born-again Christians sin, what is the major consequence in our relationship with God and others? Are there any sins standing between you and God now? You and others? If so, what do you need to do to find restoration and healing for those relationships? 

5. What were the obstacles that kept Carleton from receiving God’s forgiveness? What was the deepest barrier? Have you ever felt that way? What is the only way to overcome it?

6. God used Elizabeth to call Carleton back to himself even though she was not fully submitted to him. Has God ever used you to minister to one of his prodigals or to a person who was lost, even though you weren’t where you should have been in your relationship with him? 

7. Elizabeth succeeded in her impetuous actions for a long time, but they finally led to disaster for both her and Carleton. Have you ever been afraid that if you totally submitted to God, he might deny you some things you really want or call you to do some things you don’t want to do? Have your choices ever led to a less than desirable result or even to disaster that could have been avoided if you had sought God’s guidance first?

8. Both Elizabeth and Carleton frequently had to lie in their roles as spies, and both wrestled with their consciences because of this. Do you believe there are circumstances under which it is acceptable in God’s eyes to lie? 

9. What was the consequence of Elizabeth and Carleton’s refusal to trust God’s leading in their relationship? Have you ever experienced the brokenness of a relationship because of your refusal or inability at that point to trust God’s leading? What could or should you have done differently?

10. When Elizabeth came face-to-face with the consequences of her willful actions, she surrendered her will to God’s. What was the outcome? What did God then call her to do after all? 

11. When you withhold your trust and obedience to God’s will for your life, how does that block the blessings he has in store for you?

12. Have you ever betrayed the confidence of someone close to you, or has your confidence been betrayed in such a way? How did you or the other person respond and what was the result? Do you need to ask forgiveness of that person or to extend forgiveness to him or her?

13. In Daughter of Liberty, what does the oriole symbolize? Do you think it is an effective image?

